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ABSTRACT

173902

The objectives of this thesis were to study the change of Desnamhajati
management, and analysis of the relationship between temple and commﬁnity in
Desnamhajati management in different periods of different temple abbots during BE. 2489-
2546 in the Lanna region. The researcher selected the Suandok community as this case
study. It is situated in Sutep sub-district, Muang district, Chiang Mai province.

Data were collected for this qualitative rescarch by the use of interviews,
observations of the Desnambhajati, including documentary analysis. The key informants
consisted of monks, the aged pcople, community leaders, and concerned people outside the
community. The collected data were examined, then, identified according to three conceptual
issues, consisting of ritual and religious beliefs, community culture and participation.
Then, all data were grouped for further analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

The Change of Desnamhajati management in difterent periods between BE. 2489-
2519 was found as that there were some readiness preparations of the villagers with a relation
to the cultural ecology of agricultural production and ritual activities. Little traditional rituals
were found at the community level. organized among the members within the commupity. -
There were some external community networks involved in the activities as the participants.
Monks and villagers had much involvement in the activities at a different level according to
their different duties, economic status, gender and ages. Four to five times of Desnamhajati
were organized annually. After the ritual activities, the monks and villagers participated in
summative evaluations. In the second period of BE. 2526-2531, thee was a readiness
preparation by external organizations by reinstating the ritual traditions with the monks in the
temple and the villagers during the activities. The big traditional activities at the city level
were organized by the external organizations with the monks and villager groups. There were
only some groups of villagers involved, with some advices from some local knowledgeable
people relating to the right traditions. Listening to monk preaching was organized every year,
but less participation from the villagers in evaluation occurred. In the third period between
BE. 2532-2546, before the ritual activities, there was some readiness preparation of various
involved organizations including the student and community organizations. The activities
grew larger at the international level, with less villager participation and community

organization.
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There were some differences of relationships between temple and community in
the activity of Desnamhajati. The relationship was closer among those people involved in the
cultural community, containing the social structure overlapping with the animism beliefs.
Those were the beliefs in “Poo-Ya™ or ancestor spirit of kinship system, “Pee-Scua Ban
belief, and relationship management for external community networks and temples, which
made a closer tic among them. There was not any ritual relationship between temples an
external organizations in the indigenous community culture during the sccond period of
BE. 2526-2531. It was rather a relationship between the temples and external community
agencies, making a distant relationship between the temple and community. In the third
period of BE. 2532-2546, there were some communal organizations involved in ritual
traditional organization with less participation from the community organizations, making
wider gap of relationship between the temple and community. Some resistances and conflicts
might take place from the villagers within the community.

The research discussion concluded that changes have been occurred in the
meanings of the Desnamhajati rituals. It moved from the maintenance of social relations and
governing power to the new meaning of capital supports, particularly, the ritual management
for tourism purpose rather than the cultural continuity. There was a tendency of ideology
production repetitiveness integrating with the local belief. If there was a wider gap of
relationship between the monks and villagers, which was modifiable, some actions should be
considered. Those were such as organizing some ritual belief learning under the context of
temple and village relationship. That was the management of relationship between human
and natural systems including super natural beliefs. A participatory learning process could be

developed from the cultural community base and concerned organizations.





