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The objective of the research is to study roles of state and private sectors in promoting
economic development in Mae Sai, Chiang Rai province which will influence both international
level and local level. The research emphasizes on economic development by analyzing its
tendency and measures to develop Mae Sai's socio-economic. This research-used qualitative
approach, which including non participant observation, in-depth interviews with key informants
and documentary research.

The finding of this research shows that the main sections of Mae Sai economy are
agriculture, border trade and tourism. The private sector (Chiang Rai chamber of commerce)
plays its leading role in contributing Mae Sai's economic growth while the state sectors play
supportive roles. The Local Administrative Organization, on the other hand, playes major role in
Mae Sai economic development at local level, especially in agriculture and tourism sections.

The results of this development make Mae sai’'s economy grow particularly in border
trade and tourism. However, despite the economic growth in this area, human and drug
trafficking are still exist, thus sometime the preventing measures for this problems cause some
obstacles for economic growth. In addition, it was found that both state and private sectors do
not play significant roles to up grade the local economic at villages levels. This in turn makes the
role of Local Administrative Organization even more significant for the economic growth at village
level.

Research’s recommendations for these findings are three folds, one is to emphasize on
promoting roles of state and private sectors in local economic development by increasing co-
operations between the two sectors. The second is the security sectors should work more closely
with private sectors in order to promote economic growth, which can be done through Thai-
Myanmar Border Committee at regional (RBC) and township (TBC) level. Last but not east, state
and private sectors should play more attentions to co-operate with Local Administrative

Organization in order to promote economic growth at village level.





