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This research has focused on a study of the protective signs of Geneva
Conventions 1949, namely the distinctive emblems consisting of Red Cross and Red
Crescent. The emblems still have problems today and this situation has resulted in the
~adoption of a Protocol additional to the Geneva Conventions, of 12 August 1949, and
relating to the Adoption of an Additional distinctive emblem of 8 December 2005 (APHI),
with the introduction of the Red Crystal emblem. It has become an optional emblem for the
Red Cross and Red Crescent movement. This research endeavours to analyse the
international recognition and the respect of protection of the emblems. First, in relation to
the Red Cross and Red Crescent emblem, to assess whether they are accepted as
protective signs in international armed conflict. Second, the significant adoption of the
APIIl of Thailand, in order to enhance the protection of international humanitarian law in

international community of which Thailand is a component.

The research has found that the protection of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
emblems binds all states as a whole, not just only as a party to the Geneva Conventions
but as a norm of erga omnes protecting these emblems under customary international law.
In terms of the recognition and protection problems, the recognition of the Emblem by
states parties depends upon strict national implementation. However, while the Red Crystal
emblem has not yet been recognized by the international community as a customary
international sign, the protection element under this emblem as a protective sign has been
recognized as part of customary internativonal law. Hence, in order to foster the protection
element in international humanitarian law, Thailand should accede to the Protocol Il and
enhance the national implementation more, thus amending the national legislation

accordingly.





