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KER WORD: THANOM KITTIKACHORN/THAI PRIME MINISTER/MILITARY-POLITICAL LEADERCHIP; \
THAMRONGSAK PETCHLERT-ANAN: THE POLITICAL ROLE OF FIELD MARSHAL THANOM
KITTIKACHORN,' 1963-1973. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. SUTHACHAI YIMPRASERT, Ph.D.; CO-ADVISOR:
PROF. SOMBAT CHANTORNVONG, Ph.D. 696 pp.

The thesis aims to study political roles of Field Marshal Thanom Xittikachorn when he came into power in 1963 until the
end of his regime in 1973. The study emphasises on how he came into authority and how he manipulated to maintain his political
influences for a decade.

Such studies came up with four conclusions that reflect political characters of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn as
follows:

Firstly, Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn came into power and became Prime Minister by manipulating the following
three factors: firstly the enlargement of his political and military roles during the decade prior to ascending power. After Field Marshal
Sarit Thanarat passed away, Field Marshal Thanom’s image was Sarit’s heir to perpetuate his military and political power: Secondly,
getting the Monarchy’s approval strengthened his position which led to the third factor, which is his ability to control over the army.

Secondly, in order to safeguard his despotic authority as long as possible, Field Marshal Thanom managed to gain popularity
by enhancing his images of being gentle, polite and honest. He translateq such things into policy and practices. He took the lead by
resigning from all business position and started fighting against corruptions. Both issues weakened his political opponents especially
those in the army. On top of this, he gained popularity from the public and reputed as new image of political leader. His land slide
popularity came from the digging up of Field Marshal Sarit’s massive corruptions.

The last two factors that Field Marshal Thanom exploited as excuses to prolong his being in the power were threat from
communism and constitution. Threat from communism had been abused not only to justify the suppress and control social freedom but
also to acquire foreign aid especially from the United States of America. The assistance came in two folds, substantial economic
development scheme and strengthening the army. The constitution was utilised to raise social expectation as the road to absolute
democracy. However, the deliberately slow drafting of the constitution exacerbated by dissolving of the current constitution by self —
coup d’etat led by Thanom himself in 1971 intensified dissatisfactory of the public. Being drown in immense increase of corruptions
and the evolving situation of insurgency warfare deteriorated by the fake expectation on democracy and constitution, put Thanom

regime to an end in 1973,





