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“Performance Art in Thailand” is a historical and developmental study
with regard to works of some artists as well as the roles and functions of performance
art in Thai society. The theory of semiology was the tool for analyzing and decoding
meanings. The study reveals that performance art first appeared and developed
around over 30 years ago. It was an abrupt, disjointed development until around
1984 when activities and artworks were developed more consequentially and more
concretely. Furthermore, society was the factor determining the contents and styles
of the artists’ works. Based on the information on the study population, there were
artists presenting individualistic, political and social issues with the use of symbols
that were clear and appropriate to their ideas. Thus, at breseht, pérformance art
in Thailand has become an alternative artistic form with constant search for new

manners of creation.
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