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This research was aimed to determine : 1) people’s participation in the
conservation of fisheries resources at Ping river in Chiang Mai; 2) the relationship between
personal, socio-economic, and environmental factors affecting people’s participation in fisheries
resource conservation and, 3) problems and suggestions from local people about fisheries
resource conservation. Samples used in this research consisted of 89 villagers who were
beneficiaries of Ping River. Data were collected by questionnaire and analyzed by using
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences. Results showed that 51.7 percent of respondents were
female with average age of 50.44 years. A total of 44.9 percent of the respondents were involved
with agricultural activities. About 57.3 percent obtained primary education, 74.2 percent had no
social position, 76.8 percent had 3-5 household members and had an average annual income of
10,000 baht. Most fishing tools used included cast nets. Majority of knowledge and information
were gained from television with many of the respondents having knowledge about the
environment in relation to fisheries resource conservation. A total of 95.5 percent of respondents
believed that maintenance of Ping River water quality could increase the number of aquatic
organisms, however, only 48.3 percent thought that deforestation in Ping watershed would cause
adverse effects on dam and aquatic ecosystems. The study of people’s participation in the fishery
conservation of the Ping River included planning and use of resources. Approximately, 50 percent
of the fespondents participated in the planning of fisheries resource conservation with only a few
people (14.2 - 55.1 percent) taking correct advantage of fisheries resources. Personal factors such
as sex, occupation and educational level did not affect people’s participation in fisheries

conservation except among male respondents who participated in the fishery conservation

regulations more than females. Older people provided more ideas about dam spirits than younger
ones because the former had more experience in fisheries conservation that involved many
ceremonial events. Economic factors such as number of household labor and income as well as
~ knowledge about environment, did not affect people’s participation in the conservation of fishery
resources except in fish survey., The study revealed that people with low income actively
cooperated in the survey more than those who had higher income since fishing could reduce
expenses for buying fish. Problems and obstacles for participation in fishery resource
conservation included issues of illegal fishing from non-resident fishermen, arrests of illegal
fishermen by authorities, inadequate role of conservation officers, and little information on
fishery conservation issues. The most important recommendation of the study was the

establishment of reservation areas that should include both banks of the Ping River.





