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The objectives of this qualitative study were to investigate factors and strength
conditions of Pakakeryor Community on Drugs Prevention and Remedy, Baan Mae Sai Na Lao,
Lhongkod Subdistrict, Phrao district, Chiang Mai province. Data collection was done through
review of concepts, related documents, researches, and field trip. Non — structured and semi —
structured interviews, in — depth interview, non — participatory and participatory observations
were also used as tools for data collection. Informants in this study were 20 formal and informal
community leaders, district administrative organization staff, and concerned personnel in the
locale of the study, obtained by purposive sampling.

Results of the study revealed that the Pakakeryor community was rich of natural
resources and had a high level of relative relationships. They hold their own beliefs, culture, and
tradition practiced from generation to generation. It the past, the Pakakeryor community had the
calendar on farming, tradition, and beliefs. However, they used the calendar of local people. The
Pakakeryor community had community leaders on economy. They had various funds enhancing
the community strength and good livelihood. Also, they had a common ideal in the form of
continual networks accepted by the external society of both government and private sectors.

Ecstasy began to be spreaded in the Pakakeryor community in 1996. However,
there was the prohibition of drugs trafficking as well as the awareness of alcoholic drinks in
festivals and ritual ceremonies. This was aimed to be a free alcoholic drink community. It fact, the
community realized the importance of this problem and the government had the policy on rules

and regulations associated with the danger of drugs and alcoholic drink. There were trainings for
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_the 'yc;uths and old people against drugs and alcoholic drinks. Besides, there were activities hold
'by the coordination of internal and external networks. The first type of drugs spreading in the

community was opium. Nowadays, however, both opium and ecstasy has disappeared from the

community.

The evolution of significant situations fighting against the problems of drugs
began in the early 1996s. This was the intellectual fighting in the form of “Grandfather teaches
grmdsonsf daughters — father teaches children.” 1996 — 1997, there was a fighting against
résource problem, taking action by a private development organization. This employed the
community mechanism during 1998 — 2000 coordinated with the government sector on the
- rehabilitation of drug addicts in 2001. This was employed by using ritual ceremonies, culture, and
beliefs for the prevention of drugs problem. During 2003 — 2006, the community was declared to
be a free — alcoholic drink village.

Baan Mae Sai Na Lao is a strong Pakakeryor community in solving the problems
of drugs. Local wisdom was also used for solving the problems in accordance with the
community conditions. There were leaders applying local wisdom to activities for human
resource management. Community leaders exchanged their knowledge accruing a learning
network process and the continual prevention of drug problems. The process consisted of 3
factors and 4 conditions as follows:

1. Strength factor consisting of 3 aspects: 1) organization management and managerial
administration; 2) rights and political negotiation power; and 3) external society acceptance.

2. Strength condition consisting of 4 aspects: 1) ideal condition and common visions;
2) continual activities; 3) capital; and 4) collaboration networks.

Based on results of the study, the following could be advisable:

1. Community, local administrative organization, and community core leaders should
support community social capital for the activity management. This aims to prevent drug
problems in the community.

| 2. Concemed agencies such as the Ministry of Education, Social Development Center Unit
13, network party and private sector should have supporting project plans. Also, it should have

knowledge and leamning exchange, social capital exploitation in each area.





