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ABSTRACT
197806

The purposes of this study were: 1. To examine critical thinking disposition (CTD) in Thai
university students. 2. To examine the relationship between CTD and three variables (coping
behavior, self- efficacy, and assertive behavior). 3. To examine the differences between CTD and
gender, grade point average, field of study, and year of study (freshman and senior students). A
correlational research design was used. The sampling group was composed of 395 Chiang Mai
University undergraduates who were enrolled in the second semester of the 2006 academic year.
A demographic survey was used to collect information on gender, grade point average, field of
study, and year of study. Four instruments were used to measure students’ critical thinking
disposition, coping behavior, self-efficacy, and assertive behaviors. The Pearson Product Moment
Coefficient and One Way ANOVA were employed to analyze the data. The major findings were
as follows:

1. The subjects’ mean CTD score was below average, according to CTD norm.

2. There was a positive correlation (r = .349) between CTD and effective coping
behavior. There was a negative correlation (r = -.361) between CTD and ineffective-coping

behavior. These two findings are statistically significant at the p< .01 level.

3. There was a strong positive correlation between CTD and self-efficacy (r = .513;
p<.01)

4. There was a correlation between CTD and assertive behaviors (r =.200 ; p<.01)

5. There was no statistically significant difference in CTD between male and female
students. There was no statistically significant difference of CTD among students with difference
grade point averages. Senior students showed signiﬁcantly higher CTD scores than freshman
students at the p< .05 significant level. (F = 3.98). Health Science students and Technical Science

students showed significantly higher CTD scores than Arts students at p< .01 significant level.

(F=19.17).





