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This thesis aims to study the history and development of university in Thailand since B.E.
2459 — 2500 by focusing on 3 aspects include concept and background, form of structure of the
educational planning and the result of the educational planning. The study found that the original
intention and concepts of university in Thailand came from the aim to produce capable personnel to
work in the public sector which was the result of the state reformation in ‘the reign of King
Chulalongkomn, B.E. 2435. This educational concept adapted from other country, the significant concept
was mixed from Japan and India by developing educational system from European country. At the
beginning, Thai university was upgraded from the Royal Pages School to the Civil Service College.
After that, King Vajiravudh desire to expand the duty of the school, not only to served the public sector
but also expanding more disciplines so as to spread variety of knowledge to serve other sector,
therefore, he established Chulalongkomn University. The education in University had important
obstacles at the beginning, such as financial budget, course, unsuitable place and skillful staffs that
made the education unsuccessful. Then, after the co-operation of Thai govemment and The
Rockefeller Foundation, the Medical Education Program first started in B.E. 2466. The first graduated
students were in B.E. 2471. However, Chulalongkom University has the principle missions in producing
civil servant and almost graduated students still working in the public sector except graduated students
from Engineering Program who also capable work in the privet sector. The student activities at this
period, focusing on entertainment and sport. After the establishment of constitutional monarchy,
Thammasat University was established to spread the knowledge of Law and Politic to Thai citizen. In
this period, the structure of university are more independent that result in the rapidly of educational
development of Chulalongkom University and Thammasat University in both quantity and quality and
the students began to play important role and participation in Politic. After the World War I, Medical
University, Kasetsart University and Silpakom University were established to expanded knowledge
follow up the state policy. The administration of Kasetsart University and Silpakom University had less
progression because they had just established and they had less financial budget , while the university
that established before had better progression both in quantity and quality.
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