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MORAL FREEDOM IN ROUSSEAU'S THOUGHT. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.
UKRIT PATNOI ,M.A., 99 pp.

Rousseau believes that the goal of man in society is to realize moral freedom. He
says that in civil society men can realize this freedom by participating in legislation. But
Rousseau also holds the view that women must not participate in political affairs. The
problem arises whether for Rousseau women can attain moral freedom.,

This thesis analyses Rousseau’s views on sexual differences in order to determine
whether in his framework women are able to achieve moral freedom. The outcome of the
research is that moral freedom in the political arena is only a part of the general moral
freedom in society as a whole. Women can attain this freedom in areas outside politics
through the moral relations between the sexes in the family and in love affairs. Since the
sexual relation for Rousseau is mutual dependence and both sexes share a common aim,
the two sexes cannot live without each other. Therefore women's moral freedom does not
have a different status from men’s.

Some feminist philosophers criticize Rousseau for portraying women as inferior to
men since they have to obey men, and thus imply that for Rousseau women cannot attain
moral freedom. This thesis points out that the reason why these feminists think so is
because they fail to explicate Rousseau’s paradoxical remark that women must obey men
in order to be true masters of men. This research explains this paradox and thus defangs
the condition underpinning this feminist criticism.

Finally, the thesis argues that even though women do not participate in political
affairs, they can still attain moral freedom. This is because careful analysis of Rousseau’s
view on voting reveals that participation is not a necessary condition of the attainment of

moral freedom in the political arena.





