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Tourism industry generates a highest revenue for Thailand. However, Eco-
tourism has a negative affect on communities in terms of physical geographical , economic ,
social , cultural and psychological aspects. Thus, a research for finding new body of knowledge
is needed in order that it will lead to new tourism forms and activities in watersheds The
objectives of this survey research for development were to explore the following : 1)
environmental condition of Mae Taeng watershed ; particularly on the aspects of physical
condition , society , economy , physiology , and community culture ; 2 ) the existing tourism
forms and activities if it conforms to the potential of the Mae Taeng watersheds in terms of
physical condition , society , psychology , and community culture ; 3 ) the level of villager
participation in tourism activities in Mae Taeng watersheds; and 4 ) the process of tourism
forms and activities development based on the results of objectives 1- 3 ; and 5 ) the
environmental condition and ecological system of the éommn.mity.

The researcher employed action research for exploring data on society ,
economy, psychology , and community culture. Interview schedule and observation were used for
data collection . The sample group in this study was obtained by random sampling . They
consisted of 350 villagers living in Kud Chang sub — district . Besides, on physical aspect 27
sample plots were also obtained by random sampling. This was aimed to investigate physical
condition of the forest resource in Mae Taeng watersheds as the water source , it was collected to
cxamine the quality of water in Mae Taeng watersheds. The researcher explored forms and
activities of tourism at Mae Taeng watersheds. This was aimed to compare an appropriateness of
arca potential in terms of physical condition . economy , society , and community culture . The

assessment of the level of villager participation was done by using interview schedule and
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observation . Results of the study based on objectives 1 — 3 were brought to a meeting among
tourism entrepreneurs from government, private, and community sectors. This was employed by
using the process of sustainable tourism forms and activities and then outcome of the process was
investigated. This was based on an affect of tourism activities towards environmental condition
and ecological system of the community.

Results of the study revealed that Mae Taeng watershed was a high mountainous
area, about 300 — 1,700 meters above the sea level. Mae Taeng watershed had abundant natural -
resoun?:es suited for doing tourism activities. There were many ethnic groups living on highland
and lowland. They had an annual income for about 40,000-50,000 baht per household. They
grouped themselves in the form of group members. Core leaders of the community were those
who had positions and duties in their respective communities. Besides, it was found that most
communities still had their own identity. Their tourism activities were focused on ecological
system and culture. Important tourism activities included trekking tour, ethnic village tour,
elephant riding, bamboo rafting, rubber rafting, cycling, and ATV driving. While this research
was being conducted, it was found that tourism activities did not have an affect on the
environmental condition in terms of physical condition, economy, society, psychology and
community culture. However, it was found that the villages had a moderate level of the
participation in tourism activities in their respective communities. After developing tourism forms
and activities mutually done by the government, private, and community sectors, it was found that
the occurred tourism activities did not have an affect on the environmental condition of the
community. This helped obtain the desired tourism forms and activities ecological system and

culture which could be used for future form of sustainable tourism.





