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This qualitative study was conducted to investigate: 1) ethics of political leaders
in the age of Thaksin’s government as perceived by mass media in Chiangmai province in terms
of facts, correctness, judgetie, virtue, and political culture; 2) guidelines for solving the ethics
problem of political leaders, Political, and the public; and 3) roles of mass media towards the
ethics problem solving. Informations in this study consisted of 10 messengers in Chiangmai
province. Obtained data were analyzed based on the informants’ attitudes towards the issue of
corruptions (13 cases) occurred in the age of Thaksin’s government. The 13 cases were then being
investigated by the committee of inspector checking any action causing damages to the country.
Analysis for opinions of the informants were interpreted, compared with theory concepts, and
descriptively presented.

Results of the study revealed the following: 1) facts-nine informants agreed that
all action done by political parties were guilty and lacked of ethics; 2) correctness-nine informants
also agreed that various actions done by political leaders were guilty; only one informant stated
that those action were correct; 3) justice-nine informants agreed that political leaders were bias;
4) integrity holding-nine informants agreed that political leaders did not place the importance of
virtue and they did many things that caused damage to the nation; and 5) political culture-nine
informants agreed that political leaders used their authority that contributed to the benefits of their
friends and relatives ; they also used the common folk system in ruling the country.

With regards to guidelines for solving the problems as perceived by the
informants, the following were proposed: 1) for political measure, political leaders should be

good models on ethics for the public; 2) determination of measures of good governance and moral

value using in administrative tasks (both legislation and administration reaction); 3) it should
have a law on the prevention and suppression of any action showing conflicts of interest; 4) for
law measure, it should have an independent committee on ethics comprising external scholars
responsible for monitoring any action done by politicians which against ethics; 5) for socio-
economic measures, people networks should be promoted to work with state networks in
monitoring politicians. In the case of educational measure, a training institution with clear
evaluation should be established for politicians so that they will meet the standard of being a good
politician

With regérds to roles of mass media toward the problem-solving on ethics of
politicians, the informants stated that mass media must present the facts (without bias) in working
performance of the government through various media. Also, mass media must urge the
government to formulate the law related to the prevention of political leaders or any authorized

persons to interfere the tasks of mass media.





