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This study was conducted to investigate: 1) exposure behavior to crime news
presented in the Thairath newspaper and 2) trust in crime news presented in the Thairath newspaper
based on truth, cormrectness, neutrality, respect to dignity and rights of victims, independence,
clearness, and faith in professional virtue. The newspaper to be read was issued from March 1 to April
30, 2009 and 27 pieces of crime news were primarily selected. Five scholar committee scored the
marks based on value components of the selected crime news: interesting news, hidden point,
conflict, social impact, gender impact, bizarre, and importance of concerned personnel and place.
Then, nine crime news were selected as news samples from the news groups obtaining scores in a
high, moderate, and low level, respectively.

Respondents in this study consisted of 169 subscribers of the Thairath newspaper
in Chiang Mai municipality. They were obtained by multi-stage random sampling. A set of
questionnaires was used for data collection and analyzed by using percentage, mean, and standard
deviation.

Findings showed that more than one-half of the respondents (52%) were female.
The respondents were subscribers of the Thairat newspaper for 4 years on average; the longest was 16
years 8 months. The majority of the respondents (32.5%) were bechelor's degree graduates; followed
by upper-secondary school and diploma graduates (28.4%). The respondents were traders (30.8%)
private company employees (22.5%); retired government officials, students, and housewives

(22.5%). They had an average monthly income of 12,254 baht. Some respondents (31.9%) preferred

to read the newspaper any time and some (23.7%) read in the morning. They preferred to read
poul.itical news most (26.6%). This was followed by crime (19.5%) and entertainment (18.3%). As
.'a whole, most of the respondents (76.3%) preferred to read crime news on the first page of the
Thairath newspaper in a moderate level. However, 71.0 percent of the respondents never compared
crime news of the Thairath newspaper with others. It was also found that more than one-half of the
respondent (55.0%) indicated that the present action of girls wearing swimming suit on the
Sunday newspaper had no effect on trust in the news presentation.

As a whole, the respondents had a moderate level of trust in the crime news
presentation (5.23 out of 7 marks). They had a high level of trust in truth (5.54 marks) and
independence (5.52 marks). They had a moderate level of trust in correctness (5.30 marks), neutrality
(5.34 marks), clearness (5.11) and professional virtue (4.93 marks). However, they had a low level

of trust in respect to others' rights (4.48 marks).





