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ABSTRACT

Globalization causes the change and complexity of crime patterns. The new pattern of
organized crime results in severe damage and impact on economy including damage to other
systems greatly affecting people and the country. Since the pattern of offence commission
develops more and more, it is difficult to investigate and prosecute the case. As a result, it is
unable to reach the principal or mastermind behind offence commission. Taking the joint offender
or alleged offender as the witness is an important tool for collecting evidence. The criteria for and
guidelines on taking such person as the witness are individually set by each law enforcement
agency and the principle and concept are the same as those of plea bargaining. Besides, the
Convention on Transnational Organized Crime in the year 2000 also induces the offender to give
assistance or provide useful information to law enforcement agencies and the informant will be
protected from prosecution.

The special case inquiry official has the power to collect evidence for the special case
as prescribed in the Criminal Procedure Code and the Special Case Investigation Act, B.E. 2547
(2004). However, the study reveals some problems in practice such as the restriction of collecting
evidence on charges of being the principal, instigator, and accomplice and the witness protection.
At present, the Department of Special Investigation still lacks the guidelines on and criteria for
the discretion to take the joint offender or the alleged offender as the witness and the explicit

inspection system for efficient investigation and confidence of the general public.



Thus, the operation will be more explicit and accountable if there are an amendment
of the law relating to taking the joint offender or the alleged offender as the witness in the special
case, the issuance of internal regulations of the Department of Special Investigation on the criteria
of taking that person as the witness and the inspection process, and the parallel process of witness
protection and taking the alleged offender as the witness. Consequently, the official will be able
to implicate the real mastermind or the whole gang of offenders which benefits the public,

encourages public order, and brings justice to all related parties.



