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ABSTRACT TE 1 3898 9

Bangkok, a metropolitan of Thailand and a center of the country’s civilization, attracts
people from upcountry to migrate into the town. A large number of immigrants living in Bangkok
are squatters. The government sees this group of people as a cause of unclean lives and wants to
expel them. But in practice, the squatters have their own necessities in life and need to stay where
they usually live. Using Petchklongchan community as a case study, the researcher intends to
study patterns of shelter development of the squatters. The study aims to investigate the way to
control land holdings, and to study the metropolitan physical, economic, and social aspects,
which affect the living conditions of the squatters in communities. This thesis also strives to
investigate the community’s needs for housing and the mean to improve the living conditions and
to solve the physical, environmental, economic, and social problems.

The study bases its framework on thought such as housing preference squatter
settlement, slums demolition and its possible resolutions by means of development, self-help
housing. Although the study focuses on qualitative method, it uses questionnaires survey, in-
depth interview, and field observation to obtain relevant data. Questionnaires are analyzed using
SPSS for Window program.

The study bases its frame work on though such as homing preference squatter
settlement, slums demolition and its possible resolution

The study reveals that the major condition that affects resident’s wellbeing has been the
lack of tenure, which prevents them from improving their housing conditions, and makes their
living condition unsatisfactory. A secured tenure ensures their participation in the community
affairs and their enthusiasm in accomplishing the neighborhoods activities. Besides, the
community walkways facilitates its member’s interaction.

The study finds that the majority of dwellers want to live in the present sites, with out
any intention to move out. They are willing to pay rent to legalize their settlements.

The study concludes that the squatter community should have a systematic approach
for their community development together with a clear objective. Other factors includes:First, the
community members must be mofivated to act in accordance with the committee’s direction.
Second, non-governmental organizations must play an important role in assisting and supporting
the communities on its management and administration, together with financial support. Third, an
alliance of squatter communities could appeal their collective demand to their respective local
govermnment agencies to strengthen t’heir negotiating power.

This research suggests that when the unused public land is invaded, the owner agency
should give the squatter an opportunity to rent the land as appropriate. Squatters on the other
hand, must take pre-caution not to temper with the environmental conditions by keeping the

dwelling sites and canals clean, and not to build their housing into the canals, which will block

the drainage along the canals.





