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Thailand is a multicultural society in which people of diverse ethnicity and cultures
live together in harmony. In such society the maintenance of ethnic language, religious beliefs
and ethnic identity as well as the creation of ethnic perception and ethnic acceptance are
important to the social and cultural continuity of these ethnic groups. A study of traditions and
religious rites of different ethnic groups contributes to a better understanding of their ways of
life and ways of thinking. The maintenance of ethnic identity help these people create proper
social relations with members of their own ethnic group and with the outsiders.

The present anthropological study aims to present the cultural meanings and belief
system of a Thai-Mon community of Nakhonchum in the Maeklong River basin through their
practice of the Palong Puerng Dark tradition, which is a merit-making tradition of offering Khao
Chae (rice in cool water) to Buddhist monks during the annual Songkran Festival. The study
found that this tradition, which has been transmitted from generation to generation, has
distinct cultural meanings for this Thai-Mon group. Palong Puerng Dark tradition is an
“‘embodiment of Mon cultural beliefs”, which are derived from a combination of Buddhist belief
in merit and animistic belief in spirits. There are many local myths and legends that give
meanings to the origin of this tradition. The beliefs and practices related to Palong Puerng
Dark tradition are socialized through family and community members. Family houses and
local Buddhist temples are central to the transmission of this tradition. People of all ages and
genders are drawn, in one way or another, to participate in this “local tradition”. Palong
Puerng Dark tradition is, therefore, an essential tool for cultural transmission and confirmation
of the Mon ethnic identity in Thai society.
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