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This thesis aims at studying the role of folklore in constructing the ethnic identity of Tai Lue
in Ban Huai Kon, Chaloem Phrakiat Dist;ict, Nan Province. The researcher collected Tai Lue folklore
and analyzed the role of folklore the in constructing Tai Lue identity. The researcher also analyzes the

social factors that influence the construction of ethnic identity of Tai Lue in Ban Huai Kon.

The study reveals that myths, beliefs, rituals, performance, costumes and crafts of Tai Lue,
Ban Huai Kon play the roles in constructing Tai Lue identity. Tai Lue use myths to express power
relation with other ethnic groups. They use spirit beliefs in constructing ethnicity, and use Buddhist
beliefs as a tool in upgrading their social status. Tai Lue use rituals to transmit and maintain their
culture. Folk performance.a, such as Fon Joeng - Tob Maphab and Khub Lue, are symbolicly expressed
to present their sophisticated art and culture. Tai Lue costume style is instrumental to express their
superiority in public space. In addition, Tai Lue textiles reflect the integration between their
traditional identity and the newly invented identity.

It is found that the policy at the school, sub- district, and district levels together with the
relations with other ethnic groups are important social contexts and factors that influence the

expressing of the ethnic identity of Tai Lue, Ban Huai Kon, Chaloem Phrakiat District, Nan province.





