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The Chemical Information Management Unit of the National Center of Excellence for
Environmental and Hazardous Waste Management carried out the “Knowledge Platform on
Chemical Safety” project under the support of the Thailand Research Fund (TRF). The
Knowledge Platform on Chemical Safety had 3 phases of operation: Phase I from July 1, 2002
to July 1, 2005; Phase II from September 1, 2004 to August 1, 2006; and Phase I1I from April
1, 2007 to March 31, 2008. The ultimate goal of the project was to establish a knowledge
management center for chemical safety to serve as a national reference resource.

The operation of phases 1 and II knowledge platform was based on three strategies
which were database building, researching, and knowledge sharing through public forums and
websites. For the phase III operation, the focuses involved maintaining and updating the
existing databases, preparing appropriate contents on chemical safety for each group of users,
and knowledge sharing. The outcomes of phase III are as follows:

1. The six databases developed in the previous phases of the knowledge platform:
chemical reference codes, list of Thailand’s regulated chemicals, registration of regmjated
hazardous products, material safety data sheets (MSDS) and safety guidelines (SG), and
importation of chemicals, and chemicals regulated by EU’s REACH Directive, have been
maintained and updated. Additionally, a new database on chemical related and ocgupational
diseases was developed and linked up with the other databases.

- 2. Appropriate contents on chemical safety were prepared for four groups of users:
business enterprises, workers involved with chemicals, consumers, and teachers and youth.
Many articles and analysis papers were produced and disseminated, for example, articles for
business enterprises on safety data sheet, and REACH regulation, Nano-safety, and annual
report on the importation of chemicals.

3. Knowledge sharing was conducted through two main activities. The first was the
development and maintenance of a website (www.chemtrack.org) to be a channel for learning
and exchanging information among the concerned parties. The other was the establishment of
an expert ICT network to share knowledge and experiences in a Question and Answer type of
communication (Q&A Community). To attract and keep the participation of the experts, a
Q&A management system was developed and implemented.




Recomme

207460

ndations:

The outcomes of the Knowledge Platform on Chemical Safety should be regularly
presented to broader range of users to gather their feedbacks and suggestions.

The overall evaluation of the chemical management situation of the country would
help identify repetition and coherence among relevant government agencies and
non-governmental organizations. This would ultimately provide an appropriate
approach to build good collaboration and effective execution of future plans.
Responsible agencies, business enterprises and public sector should jointly
develop a monitoring system to track the chemical movement throughout its life
cycle.

Brainstorming should be organized to develop effective mechanisms that can raise
users’ awareness of preventing hazards from using chemicals while sustaining the
environment.

All concerned stakeholders should brainstorm to seek a way that can drive the
development of a concrete public policy on chemical safety.





