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Abstract

The objective of “Reading Behaviour, Uses and Gratification in the Holy
Bible of Thai Christian in Bangkok” is to study about reading behaviour, uses and
gratification in the Bible among Thai Christians with various demographic factor in
Bangkok, and to study about variable correlation; reading behaviour and the Bible uses,
and reading behaviour and the Bible gratification.

The report is research based upon a quantitative survey using
questionnaires with a Bangkok area survey by a researcher using a random sample of
400 Christians participating on Sunday service in ten churches under three Protestant’s
denominations in Thailand, conducted during 27 July - 28 September 2008.

Descriptive Statistics and Inference Statistics with SPSS for Windows
Version 11 were used to analyze and process data in this report. Research findings are
indicated as below.

Mean of the sample group’s age is 35 years with 16 years since conversion.

Less than one-third of this sample group (32.4%) read the Bible each day.
Most readers read the Bible 5 times a week for an average of 23 minutes at a time. The
main reason that readers (51.1%) do not read the Bible is that they are busy. The most
favorite book in the Bible is the book of Psalm (27.9%).

Mean of the sample group’s Bible uses in everyday life is at a high level.
Most readers (63.3%) obtain an encouragement while suffering due to obeying God'’s
Word but reach the least level by reading for killing time (48.3%).

Mean of the sample group’s gratification in the Bible is on the highest level.
The Bible’s verse; “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all you mind” indicated at the highest level of Bible gratification among most
readers (89.8%). But the Bible's verse; “Wives, submit to your husband as to the Lord”
indicated at the least level of Bible gratification among most readers (51%).

For hypothesis test result, the finding indicated age factor correlate in
positive way to the Bible reading duration. This means the higher age of reader, the

more reading duration.



Sample group with different education and occupation has different reading
duration.

Sample group with different education has different level of uses in the
Bible. The sample of Christians with higher bachelor degree uses the Bible less than
Christians with high school, vocational and bachelor degree.

Sample group with different age obtains different level of Bible gratification.
This means the higher age of reader, the more Bible gratification.

Sample group with different occupation obtains different level of the Bible
gratification.

Reading frequency and reading duration correlate to the Bible uses in
positive way. This means the more readers read the Bible, the more useful they find it.

Reading frequency correlates to the Bible gratification in positive way, but

reading duration does not correlate to the Bible gratification.





