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International Code of Practice for the Safe Conduct of Journalism'

The dangers posed to journalists and media staff working in dangerous
situations and conflict zones are the subject of extensive record. Many journalists are
killed, injured or harassed in war zones, either targeted by one side or another or
caught in the crossfire of violence. Others are the victims of premeditated assault and
intimidation either by criminals, terrorists or by agencies of the state — the police, the
military or the security forces — acting secretly and illegally.

There will, inevitably, be accidents, no matter how much care is taken to
provide protection and there is little one can do when those targeting media use ruthless
and brutal methods to crush journalistic inquiry.

However, there are steps that journalists and media organizations should take
to minimise the risks to staff. In particular, the following are vital considerations in
providing protection:

Adequate preparation, training and social protection. It is essential that
journalists and media staff be in a state of readiness when difficulties arise. There should
be a framework for providing individuals with health care and social protection.

Media professionals must be informed and inform themselves about the
political, physical, and social terrain in which they are working. They must not contribute
to the uncertainty and insecurity of their conditions through ignorance or reckless
behaviour.

Media organisations must guard against risk-taking for commercial
advantage, and should promote co-operation among journalists whenever conditions

exist which are potentially hazardous.

"International Federation of Journalists, “International Code of Practice for
the Safe Conduct of Journalism,”<http://www.ifj.org/assets/docs/208/021/1d8abd0-f5e1e
15.pdf>.
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Governments must remove obstacles to journalism. They must not restrict
unnecessarily the freedom of movement of journalists or compromise the right of news
media to gather, produce and disseminate information in secure and safe conditions.

People must keep their hands off media. Everyone should respect the
physical integrity of journalists and media staff at work. Physical interference with filming
or other journalistic work must be prohibited.

With these considerations in mind, the IFJ calls on journalists groups, media
organisations and all relevant public authorities to respect the following International
Code of Practice for the Safe Conduct of Journalism:

1. Journalists and other media staff shall be properly equipped for all
assignments including the provision of first-aid materials, communication tools,
adequate transport facilities and, where necessary, protective clothing;

2. Media organisations and, where appropriate, state authorities shall provide
risk-awareness training for those journalists and media workers who are likely to be
involved in assignments where dangerous conditions prevail or may be reasonably
expected;

3. Public authorities shall inform their personnel of the need to respect the
rights of journalists and shall instruct them to respect the physical integrity of journalists
and media staff while at work;

4. Media organisations shall provide social protection for all staff engaged in
journalistic activity outside the normal place of work, including life insurance;

5. Media organisations shall provide, free of charge, medical treatment and
health care, including costs of recuperation and convalescence, for journalists and
media workers who are the victims of injury or iliness as a result of their work outside the
normal place of work;

6. Media organisations shall protect freelance or part-time employees. They
must receive, on an equal basis, the same social protection and access to training and

equipment as that made available to fully employed staff.



