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The Relationship Between the Needs of Science and Technology Students for Eaglish Skills

and First-Year Fundamental English Curriculum

The main purpose of this study was to determine the relationship between the needs of
science and technology students for English language skills and First-Year Fundamental English

Curriculum at Chiang Mai University.

The data in this study were obtained from questionnaire responses of 325 first year
science and technology students, 34 instructors teaching fundamental English courses, and 118
academic administrators at Chiang Mai University during the second semester of the academic
year 2001. Three sets of questionnaires were randomly distributed to respondents using the
Cluster Random Sampling of Krejcie and Morgan’s table at the 95% level of reliability. The data

were analyzed using percentage (%), x mean score (; ), standard deviation (SD), and T-test.

The results revealed that there were both similarities and differences in the opinions of the

three groups of respondents as follows:

1. Problematic Skill Areas

Students found writing skill the most prcblematic, followed by speaking and listening
skills at the same level of difficulty, and reading skill the least problematic. In contrast,
instructors thought students had problems with listening skill the most, followed by writing,
and speaking and reading skills at the same level of difficulty. In addition, students and
teachers vary in their perception of levels of difficulty in acquiring each language skill and

sub-skills.

2. Needs for Skills

Of the four skills, the majority of students thought they need to practice speaking skill the
most, followed by listening, writing, and reading respectively. However, teachers and
academic administrators concurred that listening was the first priority, followed by speaking,
reading, and writing respectiv‘ely. There were also differences among the three groups of

respondents regarding levels of difficulty in acquiring each language skill and sub-skills.



3. Class Management TE137182

All respondents agreed that having native speakers as teachers creates the most effective
learning situation. They also agreed that a class format of having an in-class teacher, a self-
study program of e-learning lessons, an end-task-based project, and classmates with the same
level of learning capacity was most conducive to language learning. However, while students
thought they shoul;i be able to enroll in the courses at their convenience, teachers and
academic administrators strongly objected to the idea. Additionally, academic administrators
did not believe that it was suitable for students to choose any other language as a substitute
for the English language. Moreover, the Thai instructors thought that having them managing
classes will be more beneficial for students. Furthermore, most respondents agreed thai a
non-credit intensive English course should be provided for, students requiring basic English
skills before the first semester begins. Finally, the majority of respondents strongly objected

to the idea of having students studying by themselves through electronic media without

teachers’guidance.

4. Assessment
The majority of respondents agreed that students should be evaluated three times while

enrolling in each course, using criteria of semester work, mid-term exam, and final exam.

5. The relationship between the students’ needs and the curriculum

It was found that while writing was the only skill in which the students’ needs were met,
science and technology students showed a greater need for speaking, listening, and reading
skills than what the current set of teaching materials aimed at. It can be concluded that the
content and skills provided in the English 001191 and 0601192 texts, teaching materials, and
activities have not completely fulfilled the practical needs of the students enrolled in the

courses.

The findings of this study may be useful as guidelines for directions for improving a
fundamental English curriculum for first-ycar students at Chiang Mai University. Moreover,

they may be beneficial for other institutions in setting up the fundamental English programs.





