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Production and Trading of Tokay Gekko (Gekko gecko) in Thailand

Abstract

More than 20 years, dried Tokay gekkoes (Gekko gecko) were exported from
Thailand. The number has been increasing economically important and so, the business
continues to grow. Up to 5 million Tokay gekkoes were served the demand each year and had
become an export commodity worth more than 100 million baht. Because of such harvesting,

many NGOs and government authorities concerned about environmental impacts.

Studies on the harvesting, production trading and exporting of dried Tokay gecko
were the objectives. The principal methods of this study were document searching,

questionnaire survey and interviewing the traders and exporters.

The result of the study showed that most of Tokay gekkoes were harvested
from houses, buildings and surrounding plantation. Only eastern and northern parts of the
Country were the majority of the dried Tokay gecko harvesting and March to May were suitable
period. It was found that prize was depend on dried gekko qualities such as body size and tail

wildth. By estimating, the export income worth 29 to 117 million baht form 1984 to 2003
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