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Economic Potential of Red-whiskered Bulbul-Pycnonotus jocosus
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Abstract

The Red-whiskered Bulbul is the beautiful bird which is recognized by a perfect
shape, beautiful color, and melodious calling sound. In the past, the bird was once
commonly found throughout Thailand, however, habitat loss, captured for the pet as local
culture especially in southern Thailand, and trend for keeping songbird contests are the

primary causes of population decline and become rare for some regions of country.

The Red-whiskered Bulbul is on the list of protected species which is permitted to
breed in captivity under the ecxlo Wildlife Conservation and Protection Act. Therefore,

hunting, trading, and possession without a permit are illegal under the act.

The study aimed to gather capability information and data needed of Red-whiskered
Bulbul to support management planning which is divided into e parts including population
estimation and distribution in the protected areas across the country, breeding ecology, and
the breeding capability of the captive population. The result of the study indicate that Red-
whiskered Bulbul is abundant in the protected areas in the north, west, and in some parts of
north-east, but it is scarce in the upper south and absent in lower south of Thailand.
Furthermore, the study of breeding ecology reveals that the breeding season is spread out
from November to May and usually occurs in pairs during this time. A clutch size is about lo-
e eggs and incubation period is usually e&-ew days. The young leave the nest after hatching

for about el days.

The study of captive propagation on Red-whiskered Bulbul of people in the middle
and south of Thailand indicate that preparing the basic necessities include a place, cage, and
food is simple, low cost, and can be operated within a small area. However, the critical key
factors contributing to the success of program are the best qualitative parents and care

requirements.

Based on the result, the Red-whiskered Bulbul has the potential economic benefits
as the bird has the ability to adapt well to wide range of habitats even nearby residential
area, wide diet range, easy to propagate, high reproductive rates, beautiful shape, color,
manner, and calling sound. So, these abilities make this particular bulbul in the very high
trade demand at present. Therefore, in order to reduce hunting pressure on natural
population, the captive breeding program would safeguard this species to fight back against

extinction in the wild.



