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Abstract
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The purposes of this study are 1) to study the trajectory of physical changes of Luang
Prabang between 1998-2001 2) to analyze the influential factors of changing of Luang Prabang
3) to analyze the interest groups and some groups who loss benefits from Luang Prabang
changes 4) to find out the trends of relationship between World Heritage conservation and the
dimensions of changing in the preservation area of Luang Prabang.

The method of this study divides 2 parts arc to collect information from literary
documents and books by 62 questionnaires filling up by habitants in preservation area living
in 62 buildings ,also interview the people in old town(ZPP-UA)historical area(ZPP-
UB),government officials , monks ,NGOs and tourists who ever traveled before 1998 or during
1998-2001.

The results of this study found that the political and economic factors affected the
changing of Luang Prabang to be the World Heritage, as continuously Siam conquered Lao in
1779-1893, then under France colonial for 1893-1945 and the war against Communism more
than 10 years with U.S.A. and Thai governments.

During the Lao PDR had be peaceful, the Lao PDR has faced with extremely
economic problems-and was not success to solve with socialist policy. Finally, the Lao PDR
turn to run capitalism. policy under named ‘New Economic Mechanism’ since 1986. It is
said that the World Heritage of Luang Prabang is one form of capitalism.

Luang Prabang as World Heritage is run and responded by government office named
‘The Heritage Ho"1se’ especially architecture forms of buildings and environment of city. The
physical changes between 1998-2001, for ex. the order of using materials for roofs and the
registered buildings were subsidized half of expenses and the fence should be decorated by
bamboo etc. First of all, buildings owner must apply asking forms at The Heritage House.

This study found that most of people in preservation area satisfy with Luang
Prabang as the World Heritage especially merchants and people who make benefits from
tourists. In other side, some would loss benefits by commanding to move out from their land
which located on the natural area and useful government land.

Moreover, the complexity of physical sites combined with life styles of people
discovered 3 factors covering Luang Prabang changes nowadays and in the future. They are
government offices; the Heritage House and related organizations, geography of the city; as
Luang Prabang is the valley city so the satellite dish is efficiency communication as well as
encircled by Mae Khong and Khan river included small ponds and cultural spaces as temples
and house.

It is recommended that the officials should concern more stakeholders to participatory
develop. And the crucial importance is to pay more attention on the environment of Luang

Prabang.





