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The objectives of this study were to: 1) investigate the conformity of concept and
community radio operation; 2) investigate factors related to the community radio operation; and
3) develop the community radio operation; and 4) evaluate the participatory community radio
operation in Lampang province. This study employed the process of research and development
conducted with Mae Tha community radio operation, Panuntakrua sub — district, Mae Tha
district, Lampang province. This was participated by people in the local community.
Appreciation influence control was employed in this participatory action research. Results of the
study revealed the following:

1. It was found that the community radio operation presented radio programs
which did not meet needs of people in the local community in terms of community program or
development as well as positive social change. This was because most of the community radio
programs little focused on the provision of an opportunity to participate in community
development. This could be seen that it was different from the philosophy of the community
radio operation. That was, the community radio programs were aimed to benefit local people in
terms of local people participation in the production and policy determination.

2. For factors related to the community radio operation, it was found that factors
on politics, tradition, and knowledge on community radio operation were related to a low level of
local people knowledge on the said factor. This made them show their opinions in the radio
operation participation. In fact, factors on form and content to be delivered to audiences were
related to the community radio operation. This was because different message delivering results
in different radio operation. That was, some focused on commercial aspect whereas some other
focused on academic knowledge.

3. The development of participatory community radio operation focused on three
components: 1) establishment and operation of the radio operation based on the philosophy and
concépt of local community; 2) preparation of database concerning personal data; 3) creation of
people participation among message receivers, producers and policy determiners. This must have
mutual evaluation of all levels; particularly on the evaluation of audiences in order to ﬁnd. out
their needs and expectations.

4. Results of the evaluation on the development of participatory radio operation
showed that it conformed to the principle of the community radio operation. That was, message
receivers, producers, and policy determines had an increase of the participation in the community

radio operation.





