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The objective of this research was to exphore forest structure and composition of
the community forest utilized by the community. This syudy was divided into two parts. Firstly,
forest structure and composition were studied by using quadrat method. One sample plot of 40 x 40
m’ was used for Ban Sri Boon Reung Community Forest. Secondly forest, utilization by the
community, was studied by interviewing and group meetings to develop a guideline for the
sustainable community forestry management.

Results of the forest structure and composition from the sample plot showed that
Ban Sri Boon Reung Community Forest, Na Noi district, Nan province was Dry Dipterocarp Forest
(DDF), and it could be divided into 3 layers. The total number of species consisted of 66 families,
55 genera, 36 species. The stem density (no/2rai) was 446 trees per 2 rai. The dominant species
were, Takeantong (Hopea odorata Roxb), Teng (Shorea obtusa), Pluang (Dipterocarpus
tuberculatus), Pradoo (Pterocarpus macrocarpus Kurz) Miadlod (Polyosma elongata Geddes),
Miadjiec (Memecylon scutellatum Naudin). The stem basal area (mtha) and species diversity index
of Shanon-Wiener Index for the forest was 4.21 m’/ha

Results of the interviewing and group meetings showed that local people collected
forest products from the community forest. They got 128 types of non-wood products,37 types of
mushroom, 29 types of edible plants, 14 types of herbs, and 48 types of animals or insects. This
made people in the community be happy and it helped save their expeﬁses. People in the community

callected forest products for food, medicine and sale. Household members collected its own forest
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products. Many species of the forest products could be collected all year round, but several could be
collected in a certain period.

Based on the management of community forum, a small group meeting,
interviewing, and observation, it was found that the community had formulated the community rules
and regulations. It was determined in the same community pilot plan. Besides, rules and regulations
of each community were applied for the benefits of every village. Ban Sri Boon Reung village head
had a locale of a study close to the community. He was knowledgeable on forest management and
able to rule the community very well. Also, he was the coordinator on various activities, including
forest management and utilization monitoring. This resulted in effective control and application of
community forest rules and regulations. However, there were some differences in details of the rules
and regulations as well as the application by the community committee. There was the
determination of boundary by using clear natural bound such as streams or others like roads. Some
villages had forest area as an alternative in doing activities and finding forest products . Thus, there
was little forest encroachment. In fact, there was clear forest management done by the village
committee. Also, there was strict forest utilization control. This enhanced systematic forest
utilization focusing on community participation in forest rehabilitation and protection. The
community did not emphasize on getting woody trees for firewood because they were encouraged to
use chaff, charcoal, gas, ctc. instead of firewood.

Results of the study showed a guideline for effective forest management as follow:

1. The villagers have strong community leaders with a high level of leadership.

2. The villagers trust and respect community leaders.

3. The community rules and regulations are well accepted.

4. The community recognizes external bodies of knowledge and applies it based on
local wisdom.

5. Activities on forest management were done by local people participation and
concerned agencies.

6. Forest utilization is based on the realization of value and common benefits.





