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The purpose of this descriptive study was to study the relationship of socio-cutural
context and oral health behaviors to rampant caries among primary school children in Ban-
arunothai ,Mueang Na Subdistrict, Chiang Doa District,Chiang Mai Province. Data collection was
performed by using a qualitative method. An informal and in-depth interview, documentary data
and oral examination was conducted since March to August 2009. The Sample of this study were
seven inf(;nnants for general community data, twenty five primary school children with rampant
caries, twenty eight primary: school children with caries-free , twenty five parents of primary
school children with rampant caries, twenty eight parents of primary school children with caries-
free.

The study presented changes in socio-cultural context in Ban-arunothai regarding
Economic development, Globalization, and the development of Consumer-culture, which
influenced changes in people’s life-style as a whole and inevitably their health.For instance,the
opening of Thai-Burmese border since 1997, and road construction through Ban-arunothai led to
a rising number of grocery shops including sweets shops.Meanwhile, Health insurance have not
yet fully covered population in Ban-arunothai especially among the immigrants, Problem in

communication, Insufficient dental health service, Inapprpriate oral health care and dietary





