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This thesis aims to study pdlitical, social and gender factors influencing the narrative
construction of The Memoirs of a Survivor by Dorié Lessing and The House of the Spirits by Isabel
Allende. Focusing on their narrative patterns, the research shows that these novels perform the roles
of negotiation with and healing from the oppressive dominance of the influence of mainstream
culture. »

The analysis of these two novels reveals that the physical and mental diasporas, affecting
these narrative patterns, are key factors in narrative construction. These narratives, as a device in
negotiating with mainstream discourses, become the strategy whereby the writers seek to live amid
cultural diversity. Through such narrative fabrication, traumatic experiences generating from internal
and external factors can be healed since the narrative process is used to construct the identity of
diasporic people.

By comparing these two autobiographical novels, the research demonstrates that, although
both Lessing and Allende use autobiographical and novelistic elements to negotiate with
mainstream discourses, their narrative patterns are different due to their different diasporic
conditions. In The House of the Spirits, the narrative is used to reconstrdct th.e,> root and to remedy
traumatic memory resulting from the violence of Chilean politics. The narrative relating household
conditions and maternity in The Memoirs of a Survivor, by contrast, emphasizes the writer's need of
remedy for the trauma stemming from a problematic mother-daughter relationship. Despite such
differences in diasporic condition, these novels share the same concern of pfesenting the process of

remedy and the construction of identity through their narrative patterns.





