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This study, ‘Policy of Thai Marine: Case Study of Lighter’, aims to emphasize the
importance of water transportation to National Economy and the import and export business
in Thailand. It explains the lack of attention to the water transportation from the Government
when compared to Land and Air Transportation and describes the way in which the overall
transportation system could improve from the development of the policy of Thai Marine.

In the past, water transportation was only for local transportation by using ‘Chalorm’
boat which could carry small quantity of goods. Once the Thai Economy has become more
open and international business and transactions have become essential, water
transportation has developed from ‘Chalorm’ boat to ‘Lighter’ boat. This has caused high
competition in the water transportation business.

Despite the development and the increasing competitiveness, water transportation
system has not been the focus of the Thai Government. Land transportation has been given
much emphasis, particularly on improving the main roads. The Thai Government overlooks
that fact that by expanding the waterways for transportation, it would lead to better efficiency
and performance and reduce cost in air environmental control, traffic and accidents control.
If the Government develops the water transportation seriously, it would lead to a total

development of the whole transportation system both in cost reduction and performance.





