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ABSTRACT

This research had three objectives: to explore the ways to develop the
comprehensive organic vegetable production system which had been under the
process to obtain certification for quality organic agriculture standards, to identify the
problems and constraints faced by the organic farmers’ groups in Chiang Mai Province
in the development of organic farming system, and to learn from relevant agencies the
situations concerning the mechanisms to support and promote a concrete development
of comprehensive organic vegetable production system. To answer the above
objectives, this study undertook an interview through focus group method with nine
specialists and group leaders in organic agriculture and conducted questionnaire
interview with 80 members of organic farmers’ groups for their opinion and comment on
the outstanding or inferior features of particular standards required for the certification
and the information was synthesized into study conclusion.

The main findings of the research included the general background of the
farmers under study. The majority of the samples could be characterized as male, aged
40-59, primary school graduate, living in the extended family system, owning all
cultivated land. They indicated their tendency to increase more organic farming
activities mainly by converting the land previously used under chemical farming system
into the otherwise. Their main reasons for the adoption of organic agriculture included
the health problems associated with the use of farm chemicals, the need to save the
expense for the costly fertilizers and other chemical inputs, and the desire to prevent soil
condition deterioration due to chemical usage. They anticipated to earn more income
and get more saving while save more input cost and lower indebtness after switching to
organic farming, while was the cultivation of annual crops. The benefits of organic
farming would come primarily from the better human health condition, the saving of
production costs, and the greater income.

The investigation on the relationship between the degree of compliance with

various standards and various explanatory variables revealed that the degree of



compliance with various standards had no relationship with land holding status.
Meanwhile, the compliance with the standards regarding on-farm biodiversity and
contamination prevention had relationship with the organic farming areas; and the
compliance with the standards concerning contamination prevention had relationship

only with the type of crops grown at 0.05 statistically significant level.
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