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Hearing is a basic sense of perception identified by hearing terms. Previous
studies on hearing show that there are many studies in several fields, but there has
been no study that relates hearing with terms in a particular language. This study
deals with hearing terms and terms expressing attitude toward hearing in Thai. It
aims to analyze the meanings of basic hearing terms, linguistics strategies in
forming non-basic hearing terms, the meaning of terms expressing attitude toward
hearing and the relationship between such terms and the basic hearing terms.

The data was taken from ten novels in Thai and interviewing fifteen native
speakers of Thai by using 110 things, phenomena, and situations as stimuli.

The results of the study show that there are ten basic hearing terms in Thai
representing nine basic categories of sounds: dag ‘loud’, kapwaan ‘resonance’, kop

‘echo’, bau or khoi ‘soft’, Ifzm ‘sharp’, Iék ‘thin’, thim ‘mellow’, yai ‘thick’, and
hazp ‘hoarse’. Furthermore, the analysis of the meaning of these basic hearing

terms show that they are differentiated by eight dimensions of contrasts: clarity,
covering wide space, time consuming, consistence of sound, pitch, piercing, softness,
and continuity.

The analysis of non-basic hearing terms show that there are five main strategies
in forming Thai non-basic hearing terms: using monolexemic word, combining two
hearing terms, reduplication, combining hearing terms with a modifier, and using

the word 290k

With regard to the terms expressing attitude to hearing or sounds, it is found
that they can be divided into three categories according to their meanings: positive
attitude terms, e.g. ‘beautiful’, ‘clear’; negative attitude terms, e.g. ‘unpleasant to
hear’, ‘screeching’, and neutral attitude terms, e.g.‘indifferent’, ‘simple’, and
‘s0-50’.

This study shows that hearing terms in Thai reflect the way Thai people
perceive and categorize sounds. This support the notion that words reflect the
cognitive system of the speakers.





