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The purpose of this thesis was to analyze 13 memoirs of cancer patients in terms of contents and writing

techniques as well as their functional roles for cancer patients.

The research findings revealed that memoirs of cancer patients had many benefits since they narrated various
aspects of cancer patients’ personal experiences, ranging from the causes of cancer to treatment experiences and
post-treatment patient care. Some memoirs included medical knowledge and useful information that the authors had
researched and collected from various sources. These memoirs also presented a large variety of intriguing ideas and

themes on cancer.

Diverse writing techniques found in the memoirs of cancer patients made them a valuable and unique genre
of literature. To make the memoirs more interesting, some authors employed the fiction writing techniques of using
predicaments, turning points and expansive plots, while others used invented characters, situations and dialogues. In
terms of language, most authors relied on simple and direct conversational language to intimately engage their
readers in their stories. In some memoirs, special wording and comparison techniques were used to present detailed
description or explanation of the stories in the clear, realistic and believable manners. Moreover, the authors
_ generally used humor to tone down their depressing stories and to keep the readers interested. These writing

techniques proved to be effective in communicating the inspiring messages of the memoirs of cancer patients.

There are two principal roles of the memoirs of cancer patients: creating positive images of cancer patients
and providing a rehabilitation mechanism for cancer patients. In terms of creating positive images for cancer patients,
most memoirs in this genre tended to depict cancer as a curable disease not much different from any other diseases,
perceiving cancer more like a friendly warning system for one’s health than a real disease. The authors tended to
regard their predicaments as a valuable opportunity to develop and realize their fullest values. In terms of cancer
patient rehabilitation, the narration of cancer illness in positive way in the memoirs became a mechanism through
which the authors could relieve their anxiety, improve their mental health and encourage them to fight the cancer.
The readers, including patients and people close to them, also benefited from these rehabilitation mechanisms
through a comparison of their own experiences with those of the cancer memoir authors. Memoirs of cancer patients,
in terms of contemporary literature, had wide appeal among diverse readers for their unique first-hand experiences

and informative values.





