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ABSTRACT
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Analytical study of gender symbols reflecting sexual bias: a case study of newspaper’s

front page aims at 1) studying the pictures in the front pages whether they portray symbolic

- violence in gehder 2) studying how symbolic violence concentrating on gender is represented in

the pictures published in the front pages and (3) studying whether those pictures reflect sexual

bias issue or not. The researcher has collected 2 groups of data which are pictures from the front

pages and the interview. 365 Pictures from front pages were collected from Thairath and

Dailynews Newspaper from Ist July 2011 — 31st December 2011. All pictures are presented the

political issues. The researcher also interviewed 2 photographers and News Editors from Thairath

and Dailynews Newspaper. The interview involved with the concept of photographic taking and
selecting criteria relevant with how the pictures will be published in the front pages which might

reflect the sexual bias in the society.

The research revealed that the pictures published in the front pages news reflected the
symbolic violence concerning with sexual bias. The pictures in which the male center are doing
activities present the power and enthusiastic energy while the pictures in which female center are
doing activities portray less activeness in the more affable and genial acts. However, the pictures’
descriptions do not represent the symbolic violence in sexual bias issue. On the contrary, the
context captures in the pictures and the related sexual symbols such as clothes and actions of both

genders etc help highlighting the sexual bias issues. The interview of photographers and news
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editors have insisted that there is no bias while selecting or taking photos to publish in the front
pages. They have to maintain their professional ethic, therefore the taken pictures only portray as

the evidence of phenomenon at that particular moment without any bias.
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