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This research aims at investigating the linguistic development of narrating simultaneous events in
Thai in 2 main aspects, namely (1) types of simuitaneous events and (2) markers of simultaneous events.
The data are the narratives from ‘Thai Frog story’ corpus in the CHILDES database which contain
narratives based the picture book Frog, where are you?. The data used in the study consist of 50

narratives from 5 age groups: 4, 6, 9, 11 years and adults, with 10 narratives per group.

It is found that simultaneous events are narrated in all age groups. The number of simultaneous
events told by adults is the highest among all groups while that of the 6 year olds is the lowest. Narrating
simultaneous events is categorized into two types--complete and incomplete. The complete type consists
of a foreground event and a background event. The incomplete type is composed of either a foreground
event or a background event. Both types are found in all age groups except for the 11 year olds which do
not use the incomplete type. The complete type is found highest in adults, i.e. 36 events, the lowest in the

6 year olds, i.e. 9 events. The incomplete type is found highest in the 6 year olds, i.e. 3 events.

There are 4 types of linguistic devices for marking simultaneous events: subordinators of
overlapping time, subordinators of time, aspect markers and adverbials. The 4 and 6 year olds use 2
types of linguistic devices for marking simultaneous events, that is, aspect markers and adverbials. The 9,
11 year olds and adult use 4 types of linguistic devices for marking simultaneous events, namely
subordinators of overlapping time, subordinators of time, aspect markers and adverbials. The number of
markers of the simultaneous events is the lowest in the 4year olds i.e. 3 markers. The number of markers
of the simultaneous events is highest in the adult group, i.e. 16 markers. The development of complete
narrating simultaneous events increases with age. But it decreases in the 6 years old group. The

development of the markers of simultaneous events increases with age.

The results confirm the hypothesis that the development of narrating simultaneous events would
increase with age. Children’s markers of simultaneous events are less in terms of types and markers of
simultaneous events. Even though the 6 years old group has shown higher development of narrating

simultaneous events, they seem to have lower development of narrating events as simultaneous ones.





