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ABSTRACT
198472

Post operative pain after abdominal surgery is a major problem which affects patients
both physically and psychologically especially during the first 72 hours after their operation.
Nurses play an important role in effectively managing pain in their patients. Therefore, nurses
should have good knowledge and practices in sufficiently managing pain in their patients. The
purpose of this study was to study knowledge and practices of professional nurses in pain
management of patients who have had abdominal suf'gery. Fifteen practices of professional nurses
working at surgical ward in McCormick hospital, Chiang Mai province were purposively selected
for the study. The instruments of this study consisted of recording data form, knowledge
questionnaire, and practices observation form, which were confirmed by the panel of experts. The
content validity index for the knowledge questionnaire was .92 and for the practices observation
form was .97, whereas the reliability of the knowledge questionnaire was .98 and the interrater
reliability of practices observation was 1. Descriptive statistics were used for data analysis. The
results of the study revealed that the knowledge scores of professional nurses in pain management
of patients with abdominal surgery were at a high level and practices scores in pain management

of patients with abdominal surgery were at a low level.

The results of this study could be used as a database for promoting professional nurses

to enhance the nurse practices plan in pain management of patients with abdominal surgery.





