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EF English Proficiency Index

www.ef.com/epi
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EF English
Proficiency Index ,
2012

I very High Proficiency Il High Proficiency B Moderate Proficiency
Rank  Country EF EPI Rank  Country EF EPI Rank Country EF EPI
1 = Sweden 68.91 6 = Belgium 62.46 14 = India* 57.49
2 = Denmark 67.96 7 W Austria 62.14 15 ™ Switzerland 57.39
3 m Netherlands 66.32 8 ® Hungary 60.39 16 = Slovakia 56.62
B = Finland 64.37 9 | Germany 60.07 17 = Pakistan® 56.03
5 = Norway 63.22 10 = Poland 59.08 18 = Spain 55.89
1 ® Czech Republic 58.90 19 = Portugal 55.39

12 ® Singapore” 58.65 20 = Argentina 55.38

13 = Malaysia® 57.95 21 = South Korea 565.35

22 = Japan 55.14

23 = France 54.28

24 = fitaly 54.01

25 ™ Hong Kong* 53.65

*Countries where English is an official language

4 EF English Proficiency Index
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- Low Proficiency - Very Low Proficiency

Rank Country EF EPI Rank  Country EF EPI Rank  Country EF EPI
26 ® Unguay  53.42 39 « Chile 48.41 51 * Panama 44.68
27 ® Indonesia  53.31 40 © Venezuela 47.50 52 * Saudi Arabla 44.60
28 " Iran 52.92 a“ * El Salvador 47.31 53 * Thailand 44.36
29 = Russia 52.78 42 “ Syria 47.22 54 “ Libya 42.53
30 » Taiwan 52.42 43 “ Ecuador 47.19

31 » Vietnam 52.14 44 © Algeria 47.13

32 = Turkey 51.19 45 “ Kuwait 47.01

33 = Peru 50.55 46 “ Brazil 46.86

34 = Costa Rica 50.15 47 © Guatemala 46.66

35 ® Morocco  49.40 48 “ Egypt 45.92

36 = China 49.00 49 “ United Arab Emirates 45.53

37 » Qatar 48.79 50 © Colombia 45.07

38 w Mexico 48.60

www.ef.com/epi 5
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Asia EF EPI Rankings

Asia’s exemplary
education systems
struggle to bring
their students to
the highest levels of
English proficiency.

Exemplary education
but mediocre English

Japan and South Korea both have very literate
populations and a strong Confucian culture that
values education. Emphasis has been placed on
English study in Korea and Japan, both in the public
school system and through the enthusiastic use

of thousands of private English training centers.

Yet levels of English among adults are below the
OECD average of 58.58. This is particularly striking
when compared to the astoundingly high quality of
achievement in math and reading in these countries,
which is consistently demonstrated in international
tests. An over-emphasis on rote learning, relatively
low levels of exposure to foreigners in everyday

life, and teacher-student norms which impede
conversation practice all contribute to the problem.
Government leaders in Tokyo and Seoul must study
why their schools are failing pupils in English language
instruction while succeeding brilliantly in other key
subjects, then make changes accordingly.

India and Pakistan both have large groups of English-
speaking adults thanks to the legacy of the British
empire. But despite the emphasis placed on English in
most schools, and the official status that the language
holds, these two countries attain only moderate
proficiency overall. While moderate proficiency is

an achievement that few developing countries have
attained, improvements are needed in both India and
Pakistan, particularly in training qualified teachers

to make better use of the instructional time already
allotted to English.

28 EF English Proficiency Index

Rank Country EFEPI Level

12 | Singapore® 58.65 High Proficiency

13 W Malaysia” 57.95 High Proficiency

14 » |ndia* 57.49 Moderate Proficiency
17 ® Pakistan® 56.03 Moderate Proficiency
21 ™ South Korea 55.356 Moderate Proficiency
22 = Japan 5514  Moderate Proficiency
25  ® HongKong® 5365  Moderate Proficiency
27 " Indonesia 53.31 Low Proficiency

30 = Taiwan 52.42  Low Proficiency

31 w Vietnam 52.14 Low Proficiency

36 w China 49.00 Low Proficiency

53 Thailand 44.36 Very Low Proficiency

*Countries where English is an official language

English as an official language

Malaysia and Singapore, the highest proficiency
countries in Asia, are examples of how English can

be used to bridge linguistic divides between different
communities within the same country. In addition to
ethnic Malays, both countries have large Chinese and
Indian communities, each with its own traditions and
language. English has long been a required subject
for all pupils starting in primary school, where it is
often the medium of instruction. English proficiency is
tested at the end of primary school and again at the
end of secondary school. In these countries, English
is valued as a shared language across communities,
not owned by any one of the three, as well as being an
international medium of communication.

Hong Kong’s English skills fall significantly below
those of other territories in East Asia where English

is an official language. In a 2011 survey, more adults
professed to speaking fluent Mandarin than English.
Hong Kong has, in the past decade, struggled with
how to prioritize foreign language instructional time

in schools. English and Mandarin are both foreign
languages to most Hong Kong natives. The existence
of two important languages does not necessarily lead
to lower English proficiency, but large amounts of time
must be devoted to these subjects if they are to be
taught to a high level.

China will require momentous

English language training

China is attempting a remarkable linguistic feat. It is
at once pushing its citizens towards Mandarin as a
shared national language and ramping up English
training to reap the full economic benefit of its current
global position. More people are learning English

in China than in any other country. 100,000 native
English speakers are cumrently teaching there. The EF



EPI score shows that China still has a long way to go
before it can consider itself adequately proficient in
English. But the government has shown drive both in
training children via the public schools and in retraining
adults— particularly those in the public sector. These
already having measurable results among
professionals. Tests administered to working adults

in China show they have a large advantage in English
proficiency over the population as a whole. These
results are detailed in the EF EPIc report, available for
download at www.ef.com/epi.

efforts ar

Gender Gap

Male
Gobaenge FEMale
"""""""""" Gilobal Average
5390 9 eeeccssssssceccc--
52.14
52.44 51.40
A Asia have better p

Despite the marked social and economic differences between the
countries in Asia, the English gender gap is remarkably stable.
Women in each country and across the region speak English better
than men, with a narrow divide of about 1 point in most instances.
Chinese wormen's 3-point advantage is unique in the region. The only
country where men slightly outscore women is Thailand, but they do
so by less than 0.2 points.

Generation Gap

EP! Score
55
54

18-19 20-22 23-25 26-29 30-35 36-40 41-50 >50
Age
== Global Average

Asia Average

In Asia, English pr gl with age

In Asia as a whole, recent high school graduates speak the best English.
English proficiency then declines steadily with age. The skills of 18- and
19-year-olds are likely a resuit of the increased emphasis on English
learning among children, and added teaching hours in public schools.
Unfortunately, aduits across Asia are not improving their English in the
same way European adults are through their professional lives. This is not
the case in every country in Asia, however. For more detail on individual
countries’ performance, refer to the country fact sheets.

Image removed to control file
size, for full high res report, go
to www.ef.com/epi
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