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ABSTRACT

223230

Streptococcus suis infection is an emerging and serious disease which causes illness,
disability and death. Therefore, it can impact families and communities physically, mentally, and
economically. This descriptive study aimed to examine people's knowledge and practice in
prevention of streptococcus suis infection. The sample was 360 people in Mae-Narua subdistrict,
Mueang district, Phayao province, selected by multistage sampling. The instrument was a
questionnaire, developed by the researcher, Premchitr Kaewmoon and an independent study
advisory committee, based on a reviewed literature. The questionnaire composed of 3 parts
including 1) personal data, 2) knowledge, and 3) practice in prevention of streptococcus suis
infection. The instrument of the second and third parts were reviewed by 3 experts and obtained
the content validity index of 0.89 and 0.85, respectively. The reliability values of knowledge
and practice were examined using Kuder-Richardson formula 20 and Cronbach s alpha
coefficient. They were 0.80 and 0.81, respectively.‘ The data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics.

The study results revealed that the sample had overall knowledge about prevention of

streptococcus suis infection and knowledge in all subtopics at moderate levels. Their overall

practice in prevention of streptococcus suis infection was at a moderate level. When cénsidering
~aspects of practice, it was found that selecting pork for buying and cleaning kitchenwares were at
moderate levels; while cooking pork was at a good level, and consuming pork was at a low level.
The results of this study can be used as baseline information by health personnel and
_ related organizations in providing knowledge and preventing streptococcus suis infection among

people for their good quality of life.





