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ABSTRACT
33

The use of emergency contraceptive pills, ECPs, is commc:ll:Eam-}ng Sigescents.
However, basic information essential for planning service delivery is limited. This study was
conducted aiming to explore knowledge, experience, and opinions regarding ECPs among female
adolescents studying in high and vocational schools ldcated in Muang district of Chiang Mai
province. Three hundred and seventy students from 8 schools in both the government and private
sectors were recruited through stratified and simple random sampling techniques. Data were
collected using questionnaires developed by the researcher and analyzed by descriptive statistics.
The results indicated that:

1. Approximately 66.8 percent of the sample did not know about ECPs. Only 33.2
percent of the sample knew about them. Among the sample who knew about ECPs, 50 percent or
more did not have knowledge of the following issues: trade names, hormones, efficacy, efficacy-
increasing, contraindications, usage, side effects, and disadvantages. Only 56.9 percent of the
subjects knew about women's right to make their own decisions about contraception without

obstruction, and 56.2 percent knew that women have the right to reject unsafe birth control;

2. Approximately 2.7 percent of the sample had used ECPs (10 respondents). The
experience found in this study included incorrect administration, as well as receiving information
and ECPs from non-health personnel. Two respondents became pregnant and had undergone
induced abortion; and

3. Approximately 92.2 percent of the sample agreed that information about ECPs
should be disseminated to female adolescents. The majority believed that knowing about ECPs
would not be the cause of premature sexual relationships of female adolescents and believed that
the use of ECPs did not contradict moral principles. In addition to physicians and pharmacists,
friends would be the most suitable person to provide ECPs information. The best method for
disseminating information was television. A pharmacist-managed drug store was the most
common service chosen by the respondents if ECPs were ncedca. Among various health care
settings, private clinics were the most selected. Special ECPs services for females adolescents
provided by women who did not blame were also suggested.

The results of this study can be applied for the planning of education and provision of

services for female adolescents.



