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ABSTRACT
242951

Preparation of high purity and fine silver powder is an important processing for making
silver clay. Silver powder was prepared by chemical method using silver nitrate and glycerol as
reducing agent and milling machine was used to disperse the agglomerated silver powder from
this method. The average particle size were in the range of 0.34 to 2.58 micron by particle size
analyzer CILAS 1064. XRD patterns was shown the presence of silver phase in this powder and
the purity was 99.365% as analysed by ICP. The microstructure of silver powder was shown a
polyhedral to irregular shape as analysed by scanning electron microscope. Study of sintering
temperature of silver clay was carried out. Three silver clay samples were prepared by mixing of
micrometer (um), nanometer (nm) sizes of silver powders and aluminium powder with CMC
solution. The green bodies of the samples were formed into the rectangular and wire shapes. All
samples were sintered at 400°C, 500°C, 600°C, 700°C and 800°C under normal atmosphere.
Microstructure of the sintered clay samples was studied using a scanning electron microscope.
Phase evolution of the samples was investigated employing a x-ray diffractometer as shown only
silver phase. The physical property of density was observed that a condition 1 sintered at 800°C
had 6.833 g/cms, hardness was shown 25 g/mmz.
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