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ABSTRACT

212838

The purposes of th1s research were to study the Thai Rak Thai Party development
factors affectmg the rise and fall of the Thai Rak Thai Party; and impacts on the development of
* Thailand’s po]1t1cs Thls study was a quahtativevresearch collectlng data from documents such as
: art1cles, researches and news relatmg to.the Thai Rak Thai Party as well as employmg a structural ’
‘ 1nterv1ew schedule The sample of this study compriscd 10 local poht101ans 6 academlcs, and 8 -
| politician leader groups in various parties of Thailand. The study could be concluded as follows: |

The Thai-Rak Thai Party had Pol.Lt.Col.Thaksin Shinawatra as the Party’s leader who
succeeded in busi‘ness‘and turned his- interest to politics He started his political life from the
Palang Dharma Party until he set up hlS own Party, the Thai Rak Tha1 Party, with several capable ‘
‘and famous co-foundation persons and a large number of members nation-wide. The Party
presented a populist policy for instance, 30 Baht universal healthcare program, a three-year debt
‘moratorium for. farmers. and farmers’ life rehabilitation, a million village and urban community
fund project, a new entrepreneur creation and a srnall-medlum enterpnse promotion ;

In: additlon factors affecting the rise of the Thai Rak Thai Party were the substantial
popularity from the grass root people resulting to the winning of 2 elections. Furthermore,
| leadership component of Pol’.Lt.Col.Th,aksin'Shinawatra in rapid thinking and action including
cormiderahle budget support' for the country development caused the’ rise of the Thai Rak Thai
Party and a great acceptance by voters. However, factors affecting the Thai Rak Thai Party to fall
and dissolve. were the - approval of selling the state granted concession enterprise to foreign
government in billions baht without paying tax, the promulgation of the law benefiting to his
family’s business, hiring small parties to field candidates in the election and a monopoly in
politics.

With regards to impacts affecting Thailand’s politics development, it was found that
the Thai Rak Thai Party adopted-a marketing technique in public relations as an absolute political
methodology. This was a definite difference from competitive parties and became a norm for
other parties. Additionally, all Thai political parties began to change in public policy formulation,
‘as the Thai Rak Thai Party, by focusing on the concrete populist policy such as the social welfare

policy.





