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Abstract

The purposes of this research are to 1) study the state of local resource and materials in
Talukdu sub-district, Thap Than district, Uthai Thani, 2) make an alternative by creating additional
occupations using local materials based on former local culture, and 3) create additional occupations
that are in line with the community context in a complete cycle so as to sustainably reduce poverty.

The results are as follows:

The state of local resource reveals that bamboos are the main local materials of Talukdu
sub-district, Thap Than district, Uthai Thani province, whose area is 81 km’ (50,625 rais) consisting
of 17 villages. Second to bamboos are rice straw and water hyacinth. Bamboos are grown in every
village especially in Group 2, Ban Thung Samran village. Sisuk, Tong, Ruak, and wild bamboos
are usually found in the front or at the side of the houses, along the paddy dikes, pools, canals,
graveled as well as paved roads.

In terms of making an alternative by creating additional occupations concerning using local
materials, from childhood to adulthood, people in Talukdu sub-district, Thap Than district, Uthai
Thani are familiar with bringing bamboos to use in various ways such as for building a living place,
kitchenware, agricultural tools, fishing and hunting tools, furniture, musical instruments, sports
equipments, and toys. Moreover bamboos are used in festivals and customs like Songkran, Bun
Bang Fai or Thai rocket, Bun Khao Sak, Bun Phra Wet or Vessantara Sermon, Bun Khao
Pradapdin, Bun Mae Phosop or Goddess of the Grain, Food and Dessert Shouldering, Wedding,
Ordination, Off-season Robe Offering, and Dhevo Alms Offering.

For creating additional occupations that are in line with the community context in a
complete cycle so as to sustainably reduce poverty, the community are able to decrease their using
of plastic and synthetic fiber made things, and therefore, changing from modern technology
evolution to former ways of life congruent with the King’s philosophy of Sufficiency Economy.
They daily make and use among themselves the products from bamboos which are abundantly
available. Bamboo products for sale groups have been set up and their projects have been supported
by Talukdu Sub-district Municipality, Community Development office, and educational institutes.
To improve their products, they make study tours and invite experts and folk scholars to organize a
training for a wider perspective, knowledge exchange and new experience. This brings about new

ideas and knowledge application in producing more quality products. The local school and the



community also cooperatively design a local syllabus focusing on using local materials, work
methodology and knowledge transferring from parents , brothers, sisters and village people to
students so as to carry on their culture to the next generation. In marketing, there is a prominent
shop with a proper billboard in front. Local products are displayed inside. Interested persons can
choose to order from the catalogs in which there are pictures and names of bamboo products, names
of makers, sizes, prices, and contact phone numbers.

In a way, doing additional occupations producing bamboo products with local materials for
daily use and for sale has engaged the villagers with art works and creative thinking all the time.
This tremendously results in their healthy mind and smiling faces. It certainly helps increase their

income, make a better living, and can be a sustainably way of reducing poverty.

Keywords: creating additional occupations form local materials, local culture, poverty solving
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