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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate (1) the means by which Mrs.Premrudee
Champunot ascended to the mayorship of Phitsanulok City Municipality, and (2) the
factors contributing to Mrs.Premrudee Champunot’s ascension to the mayorship of
Phitsanulok City Municipality.

The study was a qualitative research. The data were derived from related
documents and in-depth interviews. The research population, selected by purposive
sampling, comprised 24 local politicians, capitalists and supporters of Mrs.Premrudee
Champunot, community leaders and local newspapers. The research tools consisted
of in-depth interview questions. The data were analyzed and the findings were
reported in the descriptive form.

The results could be concluded as follows: (1) Mrs.Premrudee
Champunot’s ascension to the mayorship of Phitsanulok City Municipality was
assisted by the voting bases of her husband, a national politician, and especially the
voting bases of community leaders in the area of Phitsanulok City Municipality as
well as those of the Municipal Council members, and
(2) The factors contributing to Mrs.Premrudee Champunot’s ascension to the
mayorship of Phitsanulok City Municipality were the factor relating to the financial
support for the election campaigns and the factor relating to the lack of strength of the
Municipal Council at that time.

Keywords: Ascension to the mayorship of Phitsanulok City Municipality
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