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NITTAYA  LAOBUNKUE: SOCIAL INTERACTIONS AND DYNAMICS OF DEATH

PERCEPTIONS OF END-OF-LIFE PATIENTS. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST.PROF.

PAVIKA SRIRATANABAN, Ph.D. 175 pp.

The purpose of this research is to examine the social interactions and dynamics of death
perceptions of end-of-life patients by making an understanding through the focus of study
towards as the follow : 1) meaning, thinking and feeling in end-of-life patients 2) the social
interactions and dynamics of death perceptions of end-of-life patients 3) to assess perceptions of
death affecting way of life in end — of — life patients.

The researcher used Ethnography method. The participants were 6 patients with
terminal cancer 6 family caregivers 6 doctors and nurses. Data were collected by history in-
depth interview, deep listening and audio-recorded. Interpretation and content comparison
method was applied for data analysis.

Social interactions were categorized into 8 themes, including : 1) social interactions of
doctors, nurses, patients and family caregivers; 2) social interactions doctors between nurses; 3)
social interactions doctors between patients; 4) social interactions nurse between patients; 5)
social interactions doctors between family caregivers; 6) social interactions nurse between family
caregivers; 7)social interactions patients between family caregivers 8) social interactions
patients between patients. These social interactions were change death perceptions of end-of-
life patients

In conclusion, social interactions between patients and health teams would make
understanding perceptions of end-of-life patients. Information gained from this research can be
used to develop a standard of practice for end-of-life care and respond to demand in end-of-life

patients





