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The study shows that citizen participation in the Thai criminal process is still in
its infancy stage. Especially, the use of citizens' participation as lay judge is
underutilized. Now-a-days, citizens’ participation as lay judges in Thailand is limited only
in Children and Juvenile Court, Labor Court and Intellectual Property and International
Trade Court. In other courts, there is no provision for lay judge.

This study examines the use of citizen participation among selected countries
and finds that there are two major citizen's participation models, i.e., people
participation in the jury trials of England, T‘Ahe'\United State of America, France, etc., and
fhe othér model is people involvement in the proceeding s as lay judges, which aré
found in Germany. Moreover, ordinary citizens with no legal background are used in the
court of law to perform judges’ duties such as in England, Italy etc. This thesis also
finds that in Japan new system of citizen participation has been recently created. The
use of a hybrid method between jury model and lay judge model will begih its first trial
in 2552 (B.E.).

This thesis proposes for the more widely usages of ordinary citizen to directly
participate in the legal decision making process in Thai criminal courts. By adopting
special lay judge model, which this author deems to be a most .proper innovative model
for Thailand criminal process of the near future, the citizen participation in the judiciary

will be enhanced.





