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ABSTRACT TE14041 8

This study reflects an issue of the lack of plan and policy to conserve a long-
established commercial quarter in chachuengsao municipal area. Emphasis of the study is
on the conservation value judgement that would be an initial stage in the urban
conservation process

The old commercial quarter is on Panitch road in Chachuengsao municipal area. It
is characterized by 267 continuous shophouses built in King Rama V period (late 19 "to
early 20 " century) with fine fagade decorative. The style of thes= shophouses is found as
well in Bangkok historic area where such premises are under the conservation policy.

The study has 4 objectives, which are, a) to review the way in which value for
urban conservation is justified and categorized; b) to find out public opinions towards the
interpretation of economic, social, informative, and aesthetic value in Chachuengsao old
commercial quarter; c) to study relevant plans, regulations, and policy in the area;and d) to
propose the direction of conservation movement in the area.

In this study, four aspects of value, i.e., economic, social, informative, and aesthetic
have been defined. Data collection includes physical investigation and aestlietic have been
defined. Data collection includes physical investigation and observation, questionnaire
survey, in-depth interview and secondary sources compilation. In sceking the public
opinions, two groups of target respondents are defined, which are, those living in the old
shophouses(-or the inhabitants), and those living outside the area but having a connection

to the conservation programme (-or the outsiders).

It is found that, the inhabitant group agrees that the area gains the value of local
cultural representation, particularly when traditional economic activity is taken into account,
while the outsider group gives the intention to aesthetic value that has more symbolic
meaning. On the aforementioned four aspects of value, both groups agree that the area has
high value on social and informative aspects that help increase identity of the area.
However, both groups give the same opinion that the area has less value of aesthetic
because the shophouses are not considered "superlative” among various cultural monuments
in Thailand. The value aspect that could be questioned is related to economic that the
inhabitants are not sure about the cost-effectiveness in building restoration/reparation
exercise due to the need of costly specialized techniques.

It is recommended that, to initialized the conservation of old commercial part of
Chachuengsao, aesthetic value should be enhanced by raising public intention and
economic value should be strengthened by way of provision of incentives in the building

reparation. And this would help maintain the important cultural quality of Chachuengsao’s

old historic quarter.





