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Coninuity of Sea Gypsies Ceremonial Music: Urak Lawoi Group

The research of Coninuity of Sea Gypsies Ceremonial Music: Urak Lawoi Group considered as
qualitative research. Research objectives were to study the path of inheritance, links of Urak
Lawoi musicians among islands, and to study the variation of Urak Lawoi’s music in the last 10
years. The research found as follows:

1. The musical heritage of the Urak Lawoi remains original form as the ancestors has done,
which is oral tradition.  Since the language of the Urak Lawoi has no written language,
Causes no record regarding their culture include their music.

2. Urak Lawoi’s music in Thailand has physical characteristics similar to Ronggeng music of
the southerners and Ronggeng of Malaysian. Melody has both unique and common
resemble between Ronggeng music of the southerners and Ronggeng of Malaysian.
Melody may be altered based on telling that particular area and the nature of the oral
tradition inheritance. However, Urak Lawoi’s music in islands which inhabited by Urak
Lawoi, are all related since the common ancestor. Currently there is still a relative
known to their spread in each island.

3. Recently, there are only 3 musicians who can play the Ronggeng song, which are 1) Mr.
Rahman Talayluek, lived in Bulon Island, Satun Province, 2) Mr. Ma-whee Talayluek, lived
in Lanta Yai Island, Krabi Province, and 3) Mr. Hri Fongsaitarn, lived in Rawai Beach,
Phuket Province.

4. The music of Gayok boxing which belong to the Urak Lawoi, people rarely recognize.
Currently the Gayok boxing of Urak lawoi appeared only in Rawai Beach, Phuket
province. The main instrument is Pi Gayok (a kind of oboe). The last Pi Gayok musician
was Mr. Son Bangjak who is passed away and his Pi was buried with him. The researcher
has hired craftsman to made a Pi Gayok and give it to the Urak Lawoi to find the
successors music culture.

5. Pi Chawa and Pi Gayok have different shapes. In particular, the number of finger holes,
the open - closed. But the sound is not much different. May have some different
according to the crafts of artisans. Urak Lawoi invents Pi Gayok by themselves without
any theory. They only have knowledge that passed on from generation to generation.

6. Urak Lawoi’s music in the last 10 years has no changed in music’s composition but the
culture and the role of music have changed, from only ritual music to be more
performance and tourism. Number of the musicians has been decreased and the new
Urak Lawoi begins to have more interest in other career, result in less attention to music

cultural. Therefore, most of Urak Lawoi’s musicians are in the middle age and at old age.
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