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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) the knowledge of diarrhea, skill in diarrhea
prevention and basic treatment, and diarrhea preventing behavior, 2) the relationship between people’s
knowledge and skill in diarrhea prevention and basic treatment and diarrhea preventing behavior, and 3) the
diarrhea preventing behavior of people with different personal factors, knowledge and skill in diarrhea
prevention and basic treatment. The research samples were 382 people living in Bang Rin Subdistrict,
Mueang District, Ranong Province, selected by using stratified random sampling method. The tool for data
collection was a questionnaire. The data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test, and Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient.

The research results were as follows:

1. The people’s knowledge in diarrhea prevention and basic treatment was overall at a
moderate level (44.76%), whereas the skill in diarrhea prevention and basic treatment was overall at a high
level. The diarrhea preventing behavior was overall at a high level. The aspect with the highest mean score
was basic hygiene, whereas the aspects with secondly and thirdly ranked mean scores were food consumption
and environment, respectively.

2. There was overall positive relationship at a moderate level with statistical significance at
0.05 level (r = 0.502) between knowledge and skill in diarrhea prevention and basic treatment and diarrhea
prevention behavior.

3. People with different gender, age, educational level, and occupation had different diarrhea
preventing behavior with statistical significance at 0.05 level, and the people with different skill in diarrhea
prevention and basic treatment had different diarrhea preventing behavior as a whole and in the aspects of
food consumption and environment with statistical significance at 0.05 level.

The knowledge on diarrhea of most people was overall at a moderate and low levels (75%).
Thus, public health persons should organize the campaign for providing knowledge to all people and
promote behaviors of diarrhea prevention in aspects of food consumption and environment with regard
to their gender, age, and education level to provide their better understanding and practice in the

diarrhea preventing to themselves and families.
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