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Abstract

This participatory action research aimed to 1) study community conditions
and the target group’s potentiality consisting of different age groups and disabilities in
Khlongyong sub-district and 2) conduct learning management of each of the different

age groups and disabilities in Khlongyong sub-district.

Data was collected by content analysis, synthesis, and A-I-C (Appreciation
Influence Control) technique. Questionnaire and interviews were used as research tools.
Purposive sampling method was used with 30 elders, 15 working age group people, 20
youngsters, and 5 people with disabilities. Descriptive statistics was used for analyzing

the contents.
The findings for each target group are as follows:
Elders

The name of the group was Leelawadee. It was under the supervision of
Khlongyong Health Promotion Hospital. There were 195 members. They met every
Sunday of the third week of each month. Activities included exercises for hospital
officials and having lunch together. The health problems found were the BMI was higher
than cholesterol, high triglyceride, Arthralgia, knee pain, and taking traditional medicine
to cure diseases and for the strength, lack of exercises, chronic diseases such as
diabetes, hypertension. They needed exercises such as Thai music dance, Thai
traditional massage, and inventions. The potentialities of the group were harmony,
knowledge of the community, ability to play Thai musical instruments, learning
management of self-prevention on diet, body parts, and handkerchief folding.

Working-Age Group

This working-age group consisted of members of Ban Khlongyong’s co-
operative store. They met at Sawang-arom school when they had meetings at the co-
operative store. The serious problem found and solution needed was the lack of good
rice seeds. They made less produce because of the weedy rice. The problem was
getting more and more serious. Now the farmers tried to solve the problem by adding
caustic soda and used the lawn mower to cut them. They wasted a lot of budgets and

labors but still could not get rid of problems from the paddy fields. It became both
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individual and community problem. The potentiality of the group was that they had
knowledgeable people in the area who assisted and helped with coordinating work.
Every family had their own land title deed. Therefore, they had their own land to do the
farming. They cooperated and took part in activities to help solve the problem in the
community. They were enthusiastic to help themselves and join in activities. The
community was in the suburb with convenient transportation. It was located close to
knowledge resources which could be easily accessed such as Mahidol University. There
was a provision of knowledge to leaders and farmers about good rice seeds and

problems of weedy rice and its processing.
Youngster Group

The children from Ban Wat Maklua village participated in the project. They
lived in Ban Wat Maklua. Only 30 per cents were living outside the village, in neighboring
villages. They could walk and ride bicycles to join the activities at Wat Maklua every
Sunday. The administrative division of the village was not more important than the
participation in learning activities, having fun, making new friends, and bringing
knowledge into practice. The children were divided into two groups: primary and
secondary levels. The average of 20 children participated in each session with a total of
60 children who got pass in the activities. Most of the children studied at Wat Maklua
School. Seventy percents were living with their parents. Another 30 percents were living
with their grandparents or single parents. The parents’ jobs were workers and sellers.
There were 5 members living in each family in average. Their economic status was in the
middle class. The problems from children were drugs, online games, and gambling. The
parents were worried that their children would be lured into those bad circles. The
needs were to be able to read, write, play music, swim which were only physical
development. They wanted to develop the community, do volunteering work, and learn
culture. Some young adults were able to read and write. Some children were trained in
being young guides. The learning center was at Wat Maklua Museum with the supports
from parents, monks, and the community. The learning activities included young
researchers, elders telling stories to youngsters, Ban Maklua support, walking tour by the
children, and educational tour at Wat Khanon, Wat Muang museum, and Siam Wax

museum in Photharam, Ratchaburi province.
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Disabilities Group
There were 101 people with disabilities who had registered in Klongyong sub-

district. The disabilities consisted of body, hearing, mind, brain, eye and multiple
disabilities. Most of the people with disabilities were found in working- age group at
60.39 percents. Body disabilities were found at 37.7 percents. The sample group
included 5 people with disabilities who were relatives. They all had hearing disabilities.
Some of them had both multiple disabilities and mental disabilities. Each disabled in
this family received 500 baht as a living support budget per month, but he still needed
more life quality caring. There was only one from three people with disabilities who
could work as a worker in lotus fields. The rest was a 13 year old girl who was born
handicapped like her mother. She also had body, brain, and hearing disabilities. She
could not help herself. Another girl was 6 years old and studied in kindergarten 2 at
Sotesueksa school, Nakhonprathom. Khlongyong is the district that had enough
resources that supported habilitation such as personnel, hospitals, and special study
center. There were also some budgets to rehabilitate those with disabilities from
government departments and foundation, learning activities for people who looked after
the disabled when visiting their houses. There were brochures about law and rights for
people with disabilities and brochures regarding prevention from being disabled for

individuals and community.

This research is part of students’ study in doctoral degree program in Long
Life Education and Human Development for Special Target Population. It is research-

based which aims to develop new generation researchers for the future.



