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ABSTRACT
246349

This study analyzed the structure, the operation, and the capability of community
financial organizations in Ban Dong Charoen Chai, San Sai District, Chiang Mai Province. The
samples under study covered those financial organizations having members making saving on
monthly or yearly basis; thus they included Sajja Saving Group, Housewife Saving Group and
Ban Dong Charoen Chai Village fund. Totally 230 individuals who were either saving members
or committee members of the three community financial organizations were interviewed for
information. The analysis of organizational structure and operation was based on the results of
descriptive statistics while the analysis of the organizations capability was performed by applying
Likert scale rating technique with 30 indicators which were modified for the present study from

the standard indicators used by the Department of Community Development.

The study found all three financial organizations to have simple administrative structure
with a committe¢ board comprising a chairperson, a vice chairperson, a secretary, a treasurer,

committee members, an inspector, and an advisory committee. However the Sajja Saving Group

-
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and the Housewife Saving at the time of this study still have no one to serve as vice chairperson,
All three organizations mobilized funds from some members savings for lending to other
members. The profits in year 2010 were allocated to three sources: as dividend to members, as

compensation for committee members, and as organizational fund. (In the case of Village Fund,

no dividend was paid to members)

In Sajja Saving Group, the majority of the members could be described as being female,
52 years old on the average, with primary school education, farmers by occupation, having
monthly income under 5,000 baht, having been the group member for 4.8 years on the average,
saving in accumulation 7,291 baht, and holding averagely 21 shares. Meanwhile the committee
members mostly were characterized as male, 51 years old on the average, with secondary school
education, general wage labor, having income less than 5,000 baht per month, owning 4 years
experience serving as committee member, with average accumulated saving of 6,844 baht, and
holding 22 shares. Regarding the evaluation on the capability of this saving group, the sampled
members and committee member were of the opinion that the organization could perform at the

fair level.

Most members of the Housewife Saving Group were female, 50 years old on the average,
completed primary school education, worked as farmer, had income no more than 5,000 baht per
month, had been member of the organization for 6 years on the average had averagely 7,214 baht
accumulated savings, and hold six shares on the average. Meanwhile the committee members
were virtually all female, 58 years old on the average completed primary education, worked as
farmers, had 5,000-10,000 baht income per month had experience being the committee member
of community financial organization for about 7 years, had 12,250 baht accumulated savings, and
hold averagely nine shares. This Housewife Saving Group was evaluated to have fair capability in

running the organization.
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In the Village Fund, most of the members could be characterized as female, 55 years old

on the average, primary school graduate, farmer by occupation having income under 5,000 baht
per month, having been member for seven 3.(ears, saving 240 baht in accumulation, and holding
averagely 12 shares. Meanwhile, the majority of the Village Fund committee members could be
described as being male, 47 years old on the average, with primary and secondary school
education, farmer by occupation, earning 5,000-10,000 baht income per month, having experience
being committee member of the organization for four years, having averagely 240 baht in
accumulated savings, and holding 12 shares on the average. This Village Fund was also rated as

having the capability at the fair level.
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