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The objectives of this qualitative research are :a) to investigate the how love develops
between females and males who come from different cultural backgrounds ;b) ’to study the
lifestyles and the adaptability of the females who are married to males whose cultural background
is different and ;c) to analyze the factors which lead the couples to define the meaning of love and
to adjust themselves.

The subjects are 10 Thai women who used to practice Buddhism and converted to Muslim
because of their marriage to Thai Muslim men. These women's minimum age is 25 and they have
been married for at least 5 years. The research is anducted using in-depth interview and the data
are analyzed by using content analysis.

It is found that the women ranked love as the most important factor before they decided to
get married while other factors such as social and economic status and social expectations were
less important. They give the definition of their love as either Eros, Ludus, Storage, Mania, Pragma
or Agape. In addition, they have to adjust their conduct and their mindsets to their situations after
marriage. ; ‘

It can be concluded that love is an important factor in marriage between cultures and the
backgrounds of the women who are married to men from different cultural backgrounds influence

the women’s definition of love and their adjustability.





